An Uncertain Future

Summary:  It will be a significant event when Nelson Mandela steps down from the position of leader of the ANC next week. For 16 weeks he will remain president, but the loss of this man, as the loss of any charismatic and strong leader, causes much anxiety. He has been credited with much, such as ending the apartheid and averting civil war among other things. 


Mr. Mandela has been a guiding hand in the reconstruction of this country from fear and distrust, and has been also very much a spiritual leader. Although, he is also a cool and calculating man. His tactic is to liberate his enemies from their fears.

Obviously, and successor has much to stand up to, but there is one possibility, Thabo Mbeki, the country’s deputy president. Mr. Mbeki will take over from Mr. Mandela shortly and will officially be in office in 1999. If nothing else, this will keep up a pattern, and avoid the often long and bloody power struggles that result after the death of a great man.


Even if the transition goes well, Mr. Mbeki is no Nelson Mandela, lacking his Admiration and moral authority, and his distinctive blend of statesmanship and common touch. Mr. Mbeki is a technocrat, more likely to sit behind a desk in a suit than winning affection from his people. This change in policy could change policy abruptly, and hurt the country at large, but no one know as of yet. 


Mr. Mbeki, once Mr. Mandela is gone will need to show off a façade of confidence to outside investors, and show himself ready to stick to sensible policies, even if offending the ANC’s allies is a result. Also, he will need to pay some attention to how Mandela has done to balance white fears against black demands for change. But the change in policly will not be very large.


One thing that is not certain is if Mr. Mbeki will be able to impose authority as did Nelson Mandela.

