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Part A.

(Ray Bradbury, P61) “Now let’s take up the minorities in our civilization, shall we? The bigger the population, the more minorities. Let’s not step on the toes of any of the minorities. The people in this book, this play,  this TV serial are not meant to represent any painters, cartographers,  mechanics anywhere. The bigger your market, Mildred, the less you handle controversy, remember that!”


This dialogue indicates Montag’s ideas on why television stations create little controversy. It demonstrates his argumentative personality.


(Ray Bradbury, P58) “Classics cut to fifteen minute radio shows, then cut again to fill a two minute book column, winding up at last as ten- or twelve- line dictionary resume. I exaggerate, of course. The dictionaries were for reference. But many were those whose sole knowledge as I say of Hamlet was a one-page digest in a book that claimed: Now at last you can read all the classics; keep up with your neighbors. Do you see?

Out of the nursery and into the college and back to the nursery; there’s your intellectual pattern for the past five centuries or more.”

This dialogue shows Montag’s ideas on the lack of true education of the people after their formal education is finished.  It shows how he thinks this world would be better if people would continue to learn throughout their life.

(Ray Bradbury, P33) “People don’t talk about anything. No, not anything. They name a lot of cars or clothes or swimming pools and say how swell!

But they all say the same things and nobody says anything different from anyone else. And most of the time in the cafes they have the joke boxes and the same jokes most of the time, or the musical wall lit and all the colored patterns running up and down but it is only color and all abstract. And at the museums, have you ever been there? All abstract. That’s all there is now. My uncle says it was different once a long time back. Sometimes pictures said things or even showed people.”

This dialogue demonstrates Montag’s belief that people only talk small talk in this world and shows his lack of respect for people who talk about unimportant things.

Part B

(Ray Bradbury, P40) Montag had done nothing. His hand had done it all, his hand, with a brain of its own, with a conscience and a curiosity in each trembling finger, had turned thief. Now it plunged the book back under his arm, pressing it tightly to his sweaty armpit rushed out empty, with a magician’s flourish! Look here! Innocent! Look!


It shows his intense, dangerous curiosity about books. He is well aware of the punishment and he is one of the enforcers of that punishment. This displays the conflict between the temptation of curiosity and his fear of being caught and punished.


(Ray Bradbury, P42) The woman’s hands twitched on the single matchstick ready to ignite the entire house with one match. The fumes of kerosene bloomed about her. Montag felt the hidden book pound like a heart against his chests.


“Go on,” said the woman, and Montag felt himself back away and away out the door, after Beatty, down the steps, across the lawn, where the path of kerosene lay like the track of some evil snail. 


It shows he is not willing to sacrifice his life for the survival for someone whom he knows is suicidal, even though he is responsible for saving her. 


(Ray Bradbury, P70) She said his name over, twice, three times. Then, moaning, she ran forward, seized a book, and ran towards the kitchen incinerator. 


He caught her, shrieking. He held her and she tried to fight away from him, scratching.

“No, Millie, no! Wait! Stop! it, will you? You don’t know... stop it!” He slapped her face, he grabbed her again and shook her.


It displays Montag’s interest in salvaging books and Millie’s ingrained hatred of books. He is now willing to take the risk of being exposed 

to other fireman, during the process of saving books. He has turned even further away from the government laws.

Part C


(Ray Bradbury, P66) “One last thing,” said Beatty. “At least once in his career, every fireman gets an itch. What do the books say, he wonders. Oh, to scratch that itch, eh? Well, Montag, take my word for it, I’ve had to read a few in my time, to know what it was about, and the books say nothing! Nothing you can teach or believe.”


This quote is a reaction to one of Montag’s remarks to his boss, Beatty,  and displays the lack of education in this different world. Beatty’s opinions influence his fellow co-workers because they respect and admire him.

This paragraph shows Montag that he is not alone in wanting to read books.


(Ray Bradbury, P8) “Strange. I heard once that a long time ago houses used to burn by accident and they needed firemen to put them to stop the flames.”


This quote is in reaction to one of Montag’s remarks to his neighbor and displays the government cover-up of events in the past. This proves that the government has truly covered up all remnants of books being useful to the common man. 


(Ray Bradbury, P22) “It’s only two thousand dollars,” she replied. “And I should think you’d consider me sometimes. If we had a fourth wall, why it’d be like this room wasn’t ours at all, but all kinds of exotic people’s rooms. We could do without a few things”


It displays the lifestyle of Mrs. Montag and her materialism. He had to work hard to buy his wife all the things she wanted or she was dissatisfied with him. It shows he was under pressure at home to keep working.
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