“The Landlady” by Roald Dahl
Essay by Alex Beck


Have you read the story “The Landlady” by Roald Dahl? The theme of this story is that unawareness can lead to death. First, don’t trust strangers, especially those who are acting strange. Second, don’t be mesmerized by magic. Third, when you taste poison in a drink or food quickly spit it out. Awareness can lead to a long healthy life. 


Everyone is told not to trust strangers from the time they are small children. And it is important for the rest of our lives. If you trust a stranger you may be hurt or killed. You could also be mugged or stolen from your family. If you have a bad feeling about something or someone, you should trust your instincts and escape.


The warning “Don’t be mesmerized by magic” is very good advice. Many people are misled by magic. They confuse magic with reality and soon cannot separate the two. People think magic doesn’t exist but it does, if you believe in magic. It is important to heed this warning if you magically appear in a horror story.


People usually don’t notice poison in their drink right before they die. Often the poison is not detected because it is mixed with something to cover the taste. To solve this problem you should either avoid eating or drinking anything outside your own home, or you could try to notice the poison. The point is to be aware when eating and drinking. Remember to spit poison out.

Let me summarize all the advice. Don’t trust strangers. Try not to be mesmerized by magic. Finally spit poison out. Remember unawareness can lead to death!
