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Robert the Bruce, the eight earl of that name, was born on July 11 at Turnberry Castle. Son of Robert Bruce VII and Marjorie who was the last of her line (Scott 9). The first known record of him was his signature as a witness to a deed in 1286. During that same year, Alexander III died on a ride from a conference at Edinburgh to see his young wife at the manor at Kinghorn. It had been stormy and he had been drunk; his body was found at the base of the cliffs. Alexander had no heirs, except for a sickly 3 year old girl in Norway (Encyclopedia of World Biography 193). For four years after that, Scotland was managed aptly by a council of six men. Throughout this time, no record of Robert had appeared, until 1292, but it is believed he was no doubt receiving a full education and being brought up as a knight. 1290, Edward, now arbitrator for Scotland, ordered Margaret, maid of Norway, then six years of age to be sent to Scotland to reign there. Also, he arranged for her to marry his son, five at the time. Edward sent a ship to carry her home, but she died on the way. With the succession at stake, Edward would again arbitrate, this time to his own ends. Of the 13 claimants, the two main rivals were Robert the Competitor, VI earl thereof and John Balliol, a large magnate from the north. Eventually Balliol was chosen as king. In this endeavor however, it became increasingly clear, that he was useless, Edward’s puppet. He was called Toom Tabard by some, which meant empty jacket (Dictionary of World Biography 117). Eventually, thought far too late, he tried to revolt, without the Bruce’s aid, who was keeping meticulously clear of state matters. The year was 1296, and Edward has sacked and ruthlessly butchered 17,000 of Berwick’s residents (Scott 46). Berwick at the time was Scotland’s largest seaport, rivaling those of English holding. And in the castle of this said town; Edward forced all Scottish lords, barons and landholders to submit to his authority in the Ragman’s roll (Britannica 906). For the next two years, Robert stays in the background as Wallace comes to the forefront, winning the battle of Stirling Bridge over the battle hardened English army. He was then appointed sole guardian of Scotland and held that title until he resigned it 1298 after losing the battle of Falkirk (Scott xvi). As it happens, Bruce’s main rival, John Comyn, leading the cavalry with Wallace, left the battle without a blow when the English cavalry bore down on them. However, historians aren’t sure whether or not it was his decision or his men’s faltering courage (Mackay 197). This cost Wallace the reputation his whole career had been based on, success, and sadly the rest of his life passed in historical insignificance. The guardianship was now laid on the shoulders of Robert Bruce and his rival John Comyn in late 1298(Dictionary of World Biography 120). In the next year, a third guardian is adopted, to mediate between the two earls.

 It must be remembered now, that from 1296 on, Edward has conducted large-scale attacks on Scotland, that the Scots, much less in numbers, could not fight with conventional warfare. Instead they employed scorched earth warfare. This entailed that the Scots destroyed all food, poisoned the wells and moved the cattle into the hills. This destroyed the source of food for the huge English army and so, on many of these forays; the English left with naught to show for their efforts. However, this tactic had a devastating effect on Scotland.  Since Bruce’s holding were in the southwest of Scotland, along Edward’s route, Robert was forced to demolish his own lands. Also, the lands of John Comyn and his kin in the north had insofar been untouched by the English armies. 

Bruce resigned his guardianship in favor of Sir John Soulis who was neutral in their dispute (by dispute, meaning that of the Bruce-Balliol feud.) In 1302, Bruce married Elizabeth de Burgh and submitted to Edward’s peace on his terms. While this action may be justified as unpatriotic and unfaithful, he was left with few choices. He had few men, hardly any lands, and that could not hold sway in the world of his time. At this point in time, there were also rumors flying about that Balliol might me made king again, but they were of no substance (Scott 58). This also added to his decision. In 1303, the next year, John Comyn and Simon Fraser ambushed and slaughtered an English camp commanded by Sir John Segrave (Scott 62). In response for this slaughter, Edward launched an attack on Stirling with some of Europe’s finest siege engines. During this campaign, John Comyn and his men also surrendered to Edward. But Edward still hunted Wallace, and when John Mentieh betrayed him in 1305, Edward doled him out a far worse punishment than any of the nobles had earlier received. He was taken to London where he was read a long list of charges, utmost of them being treason, which, since he never pledged to the English monarch were null (Mackay 265). On the same day of his ‘trial,’‘he was chained to a hurdle and dragged along a circuitous route over four miles of cobblestones from Westminster to Springfield. There he was hanged but cut down half-strangled and still alive. Then he was castrated and disemboweled. His genitals and entrails were burned before his eyes and, after his unspeakable agony had been ended by the headman’s axe, his heart was ripped out and added to the flames. His body was then hacked into four quarters that were distributed to the four corners of England. His head was mounted on a pike over London bridge.’ This was an excerpt from source #1. 


This had the opposite effect Edward desired, and served to create a sense of great injustice. Many great nobles who had betrayed Edward had been easily let into his grace’s peace where a landless man of lesser rank had been cruelly slaughtered for upholding his oath for defending his country. 


The year now is 1305, and Edward has set up a provisional government for Scotland, led by Robert Bruce, Bishop of Glasgow and Sir John Mowbray. But during this time, Robert had come into counsel with the Bishop Lamberton, and Edward heard wind of this consorting. He revoked Roberts land’s recently given to him. This may be the reason why Bruce later murders John Comyn at Greyfriars church. Out of spite and jealousy, John Comyn told of this and vowed to produce hard evidence against the two. Bruce, meanwhile, had sensed the king’s unease and had told his friends to warn him of imminent danger. He received a message from the Earl of Gloucester that he was to leave his residence at Lochmaben quickly and quietly. The two set off and rode for a few days, until Bruce stopped to ask the other man were they were heading. Bruce found a letter from Comyn to Edward that told him of his treason. He dispatched with the messenger and immediately asked to meet Comyn at a church en route to his destination. On February 10, at the altar of the said church, Robert showed John the letter and there was an insuing argument that ended when Robert killed John on that altar. This event turned the course of his life, and no English scholar, or anyone for that matter, could deny that he was now firmly set on the Scottish side. His career from that point would follow a turbulent course, but end in 1328 when he was acknowledged as Sovereign of his realm and unexcommunicated after his murder at Greyfriar’s church. 
