Bush Says Campaign On Track
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Bush has been spending a heck of a lot of money lately. And has been Second guessing key decisions and reeling from its loss in Michigan on Tuesday, George W. Bush's campaign struggled yesterday to maintain the idea that Bush was the “front-runner” and the candidate most likely to win the primary. 

“We ran a good race in Michigan; we turned out a big Republican vote yesterday.” Bush said “This is a marathon. I always knew that.” Bush, has raised more than $70 million, probably now has around $10 million left, according to several Republicans. In comparison McCain spent $7 million this month and has about $2 million in the bank. Bush decided to spend $2 million on television ads in McCain's home state of Arizona, where McCain himself spent no money on TV and just $27,000 in late radio ads in the state. 
I think that Bush’s campaign tactics are overly expensive and the ones that display propaganda against McCain are completely dishonest and unethical. McCain at least clearly states his political objectives. Bush on the other hand prattles on about doing things that are virtually impossible to accomplish and that will never be done.

But campaign aides and other advisers were privately trying to assess their efforts and examine how their candidate managed to lose two of the biggest advantages he once held over McCain: a seemingly untouchable campaign treasury and a sense of inevitability about his candidacy. 

Bush, who has raised more than $70 million, could now have as little as $10 million left in his campaign chest, according to several Republicans close to the Bush team. 

Just last week, Bush revealed that he had already spent his campaign fund down to $20 million. But that figure was as of Jan. 31 and didn't include much of the money Bush spent on an advertising blitz and multimillion-dollar ground war effort in South Carolina--or heavy spending in Michigan and Arizona. 

Increasingly, Bush loyalists have been questioning what the Texan's campaign has to show after spending more money than any primary candidate ever has in such a short time span. "What happened in Arizona shows a total lack of understanding of how to run a national campaign," said one veteran Republican operative. "Two million dollars is a lot of money to be playing a game in your opponent's back yard." 

McCain, meanwhile, has seen his financial fortunes improve along with his political stock. After spending $7 million this month, his aides said they have about $2 million in the bank. But with federal matching funds, they expect to have at least $9 million available soon. While Bush will still be able to spend more in the decisive March primaries, McCain spokesman Dan Schnur said, "it's going to be nice being outspent by a fathomable amount this time." 

In an interview yesterday, Bush finance chairman Donald Evans insisted, "we're right on plan for where we thought we would be if we lost New Hampshire." 

While Bush aides were being forced to defend their spending decisions, questions were also being raised about whether the campaign made a crucial mistake by letting Bush speak at Bob Jones University, which bans interracial dating. 

Although some political observers did not expect that visit to become an issue until the general election, it has dogged Bush in the Republican race and undermined what was one of his assets: the belief that he would be able to unite the party's conservative base while reaching out to moderate voters from both parties. 

That decision, along with Bush's decision not to condemn the flying of the Confederate battle flag in South Carolina, gave Democrats a rallying point in Michigan. 

Yesterday, three senior Bush advisers either said the visit was a mistake or acknowledged that there was disagreement on the subject within the campaign. 

"We shouldn't have gone to Bob Jones University," said one adviser flatly. 

Asked about the Bob Jones visit in an interview yesterday, Bush insisted he made the right decision because "it also gives me a chance to remind people what's wrong with that kind of thinking. It gives me a chance to stand up and say, 'I don't support that kind of thinking.' " 

Bush campaign officials also sent signals yesterday that they would like to put distance between their campaign and Christian Coalition leader Pat Robertson, who has assumed a high-profile role as a top Bush surrogate. Robertson made anti-McCain telephone calls to Michigan voters. "Those calls probably hurt us," a Bush official said yesterday. 

Blaming his losses in New Hampshire and Michigan on McCain's reliance on Democratic voters, Bush said he would win the GOP nomination because the primary calendar vastly favors him. 

"Pretty soon, these primaries are going to be decided by Republicans and like-minded independents," Bush said confidently. "And I'm going to win those states." 

The crux of Bush's argument is this: If Democratic votes were extracted from Michigan's primary, Bush would have won--an argument that seems to be supported by exit poll data. 

Next Tuesday, all three contests where GOP delegates will be chosen are open to Democrats and independents--the Washington state and Virginia primaries as well as the North Dakota caucus. 

But Democrats can vote in only five of the 12 states that hold Republican primaries on March 7. And of the seven other states, most--including California and New York--forbid even independents from participating in the process that determines the party's nominee. 

Furthermore, in Michigan and South Carolina, Democratic turnout was high in the GOP primaries because there was no corresponding Democratic election the same day. Of the five states with open primaries on March 7, all have Democratic primaries at the same time, which will decrease the likelihood that those voters would participate in the GOP primary. 

"What John McCain was able to accomplish in Michigan is not sustainable," said Bush campaign spokesman Ari Fleischer, arguing that McCain's good fortune had run out. "Both candidates have a strong ability to reach across the middle. But Sen. McCain starts with the Democrats and reaches across the middle, and Governor Bush starts from the Republican side and reaches across the middle." 

