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Ben Wattenberg’s Think Tank

1.) Why did the Founding Fathers put in the Electoral College?

The main concern of the Founding Fathers was in holding together the disjointed union of states. Information about candidates and their position would take a large amount of time to circulate, coupled with the distrust of a democratic election led them to the founding of this Electoral College. The people would vote for electors to represent their state and make a prudent decision in the college. The number of electors of course depended upon the population. These electors would all convene and with their level heads vote for somebody who had the state’s and of course the people’s interests in mind. The Founding Fathers could not conceive of the two-party system and the perversion of the Electoral College with the advent of these institutions.

2.) What is the support of Gore’s position before the Florida Supreme Court?

Gore’s talking head: Linda Greenhouse

The main rhetorical point is that the people’s vote should count and that to butcher a Bush slogan, ‘no one will be left behind.’ Machines have made errors and a hand recount is the only fair way to ascertain what the will of the people is. This takes precedence over the deadlines, which are already arbitrary and conflicting. Besides, Katherine Harris, the sec. Of state did all she could to grind the process to a halt. 

3.) What is the support of Bush’s position before the Florida Supreme Court?

Bush’s talking head: Stewart Taylor
The Bush camp is doing all the big talking, citing many reasons why the recount will stop, but before I wade into the thick of it, I will deflate their balloon by pointing out that that the law in Texas under dubya favors hand recounts over machines, saying that it is a more accurate and fair way to go about business. Here though, they say just the opposite, citing hand recounts as a huge source of human error. Of course the statutes and deadlines must be followed. Then there is the muck, which is more rhetoric than rationality. They state that the fabric of society will be hewn if this election goes on any longer, and if the book is rewritten, then that book will also be hewn, and then the heathen hordes will pour into the country from Mexico and France and demolish our Christian Nation. Oh, and as the remind us again with their banners, Gore is such a sore Loser!

